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                  PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
January 14, 2020 – 7:00 PM 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman DAN FRIANT at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  Members present: TERRY McEVILLY, DAN WITTENKELLER, BOB WHITE, 
BRUCE MILLER, & BOB WILSON. Member absent: MIKE CLEMMONS. Steve Thornton, 
Building & Zoning Officer, and Mike Santschi, Village Attorney were also present. 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: When the packets had gone out there was one page 
missing out of the minutes. The deputy clerk had put that page at each commissioner’s place. 
Commissioner White moved to approve the August 13, 2019 minutes. Commissioner 
Wittenkeller seconded the motion. 
 Ayes:  Commissioners Wittenkeller, Miller, White, Wilson & McEvilly 

Nays:  None 
Absent:  Commissioner Clemmons  

Motion carried. 
 
Approval of 2020 Planning and Zoning Meeting Dates: Commissioner McEvilly moved, 
Commissioner White seconded the motion to approve the plan/zoning meeting dates as 
presented.     

Ayes  Commissioners Wittenkeller, Miller, White, Wilson & McEvilly 
 Nays:  None 
 Absent: Commissioner Clemmons 
 
Case #2019-06 Conditional Permitted Use – Kings and Queens Day Care 
Chairman Friant opened the Public Hearing at 7:03 p.m.  
 
Chairman Friant asked the Petitioners to come forward.   
 
Chairman Friant swore in Mr. Tom Osterberger and Mr. David Ojo. 
 
Chairman Friant stated that the Morris Herald News, the Kendall County Record and Joliet 
Herald News had all published the notice of the public hearing on December 19th & December 
26, 2019. 
 
Chairman Friant asked if there was any staff reports and Mr. Thornton responded that the 
petitioner had presented a letter to the Board of which everyone had read before the meeting. 
 
Chairman Friant then asked the petitioner Mr. Ojo to present his case.  
 
Mr. Ojo stated that he would like to open a daycare center in units 649-657 W. Mondamin 
Street, Minooka, IL. 
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He stated that his intent is to re-model the units into a daycare/childcare center of which would 
care for ages 6 weeks up to 12 years of age. The facility would be regulated by the State of 
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS). The daycare would be open from 
6:30 am to 6:00 pm Monday through Friday and would hire qualified employees that meet DCFS 
procedures.  He does realize that before any changes could be made the request would need to 
be approved through the Village first.  
 
Commissioner McEvilly questioned what type of changes were going to be done to the units?  
Mr. Ojo stated that 649 W. Mondamin was a counseling business at one time so a couple of 
interior walls would be removed to make it an open area.  
 
Commissioner Whittenkeller wondered about the 2,000 square foot playground and where it 
was going to be located.  Mr. Ojo stated that it would be at the back of the unit.   
 
Commissioner White wondered how close the playground is to the retention pond – Mr. Ojo 
commented that it would be behind the units on the paved area and will be L shaped and that no 
traffic could get through. The lane was originally for the restaurant for a drive-up window, but the 
restaurant does not use the drive-up window.  
 
Commissioner McEvilly asked Mr. Thornton if there were sprinkler systems in the units and he 
stated that there are not.  
 
Mr. Ojo then stated that DCFS representatives will do a detailed walkthrough, inspecting all the 
furniture and equipment as well as inspecting the playground equipment and other safety 
checks.  DCFS will request an Illinois fire marshal visit to guarantee the facility meets fire 
marshal code.  DCFS will also ensure that the facility meets DCFS standards, the Village of 
Minooka’s standards, Grundy County and State of Illinois guidelines before a permit to operate a 
daycare facility is issued.  
 
Chairman Friant then asked how many children would be allowed at full capacity. Mr. Ojo states 
that DCFS comes in and measures the place and based on measurements that is the number of 
children that is allowable.  
 
Chairman Friant than asked how many employees would the daycare employ? Mr. Ojo states 
that they will employ four. 
 
Chairman Friant asked if the playground will still be 2,000 sq. ft, and Mr. Ojo stated that it would 
still be 2,000 sq. ft. He said that the playground equipment will consist of swings, slides, monkey 
bars, all being met by DCFS standards. DCFS will also check the classrooms to make sure that 
they are DCFS standards. Everything is enclosed and there will be no-one walking around the 
building. 
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Chairman Friant then asked if anyone uses the driveway now.  Mr. Osterberger stated that there 
is a dance studio that uses the back rarely and a carpet remnant company that is located next to 
the units. 
 
He went on to say that the plan is to put a fence, put bollards, of which do not have to go all the 
way around, and move the garbage dumpster to another location and enclose it.  
 
The playground originally was in grass but DCFS apparently wants it on a hard surface.  The 
pond is very low and will never come up enough to interfere with the playground.   
 
Mr. Osterberger stated that there is a full plan in sight – and if approved by the Village and 
DCFS there will be a lot of money going into developing the daycare. 
 
Commissioner White questioned what the hours would be?  Mr. Ojo state that the hours would 
be from 6:30 am to 6:00 pm, Monday through Friday.   
 
Mr. Osterberger stated that there is adequate parking for staff and for parents that are dropping 
off children. The commissioners feel that most parents will just drop off their children and go.  
 
Commissioner White questioned whether there would be a bus to pick up kids at the schools 
and bring to the daycare while parents work. Mr. Ojo stated it could be looked at in the future. 
 
Chairman Friant then asked if anyone in the audience had any questions. 
 
Mary Ojo stated that her and her husband are seeking permission from the Village and that it 
will go before DCFS as well, for consideration. 
 
Chairman Friant then proceeded to ask if anyone else from the audience had any other 
questions.  
 
There were none. 
 
Chairman Friant then asked Mr. Osterberger if he had any further remarks.  
 
Commissioner Wittenkeller asked what the timeline would be for the opening of the daycare. Mr. 
Osterberger and Mr. Ojo said that the build out would probably be 90 days but that DCFS 
approvals could go from 90 days to 6 months. 
 
Chairman Friant closed the public hearing at 7:26 pm. 
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Chairman Friant then asked the commissioners if they had enough information to make a 
recommendation? 
 
Commissioner McEvilly moved based on the evidence presented and the reasons set forth in 
the Planning and Zoning meeting, to recommend to the Village Board the approval of Case 
#2019-06 conditional permitted use for Kings and Queens Day Care pending legal and final 
engineering and site plan review and approval from the Illiniois Department of Children and 
Family Services.   Commissioner Wittenkeller seconded the motion. 

Ayes:  Commissioners Wittenkeller, Miller, White, Wilson & McEvilly 
 Nays:  None 

Absent:  Commissioner Clemmons   
Motion carried. 
 
Upcoming Agenda Items:  There were none. 
 
Briefing on Village Board Actions and Related Matters:  There were none. 
 
As Appropriate:  Mr. Thornton asked Chairman Friant to ask the board if there would be a 
problem with changing the meeting time from 7:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  Consensus amongst the 
Board members was to accept changing the meeting time to 6:00 pm. 
. 
Adjournment: Commissioner White motioned to adjourn at 7:37 p.m., Commissioner Miller 
seconded.  All voted aye, meeting adjourned. 
 
Missy Ferguson,  
Deputy Village Clerk 
Date approved February 11, 2020 


