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From Your Village President 
Hello late summer, early fall!
 It looks like, as I write this, we have a spike going on with the variant of 
COVID.  The Village Board has gone along with the Grundy County Health Department whom recommends masks 
in indoor settings of many people.  It is recommended, not mandated.  The Health Department is manned by health 
professionals which we (at the village hall) are not.  There is not one person on this Village Board or staff that does 
not believe in an individual’s right of freedom or free thought.  So, it comes down to Trust. 
	 In	today’s	environment	of	“you’re	wrong,	no	you’re	wrong”,	it’s	a	real	challenge	to	figure	out	who	is	right	or	
near right. When I was a kid, if you were feeling poorly you called the doctor, (yes, they used to answer calls) and 
they listened and many times said “take two aspirin and call me in the morning.” So, what do you do today? Who 
do you listen to? That’s your freedom. That’s not easy because there are some bombastic folks on both sides. We 
recommend, not mandate, got it. There is a heck of a difference. The bottom line is, when this medical crisis is over, 
we all want to look around and see our loved ones with us and our health moving forward.
Respectfully,

Ric Offerman, Village President
P.S.- Yea, I used to take the aspirin.

Minooka Teen Becomes Wisconsin 
Golden Gloves Champ

 
Benjamin Joder, 2021 graduate of Minooka High School brings 
home the gold in 178 lb True Novice division of the Wisconsin 
Golden Gloves Tournament that took place July 23-25, 2021 in 
Middleton, Wisconsin.
 
For the past two years amateur boxing in Illinois and the 
surrounding states has been on hold.  The Chicago Golden 
Gloves tournament, Illinois’ own USA Boxing tournament, 
was cancelled for both 2020 and 2021.  Wisconsin, however, 
announced they were ready to get back to boxing this month, 
and they invited athletes from Illinois to participate in their Golden Gloves tournament which took 
place July 23, 24, 25 at the Madison West Marriott in Middleton, Wisconsin.  Benjamin Joder, who 
had originally been scheduled to compete in his first boxing bout back in early 2019  (cancelled 
due to COVID), jumped at the opportunity. He was placed in the True Novice bracket at the 
weight of 178.  With his K-FIT coaches Kenji and Jourdan in his corner, Ben came out strong on 
Friday night, with a unanimous decision win.  In the semi-finals he faced a tough opponent, but 
still came out victorious with a split decision victory.  On Sunday he came away with another 
unanimous decision victory bringing home the gold to his hometown of Minooka. At K-FIT Ben also 
volunteers as a coach for the Rock Steady Boxing program for those diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease. “Ben has put in the work. We’re glad he’s part of our gym family and we’re thrilled with his 
performance this weekend in Wisconsin,” said Kenji, head coach at K-FIT Minooka.
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AroundTOWN

Welcome to Minooka!
New Business Spotlight

We’d like to welcome new 
Minooka State Farm Agent, 

Megan Arseneau to the 
community for this months “New 
Business Spotlight”.  Pictured is 

the official ribbon cutting in July 
with the Grundy Chamber of 

Commerce and members of the 
business community assisting.  Ms. 
Arseneau and her office can help 
with all your home, auto, business 

and life insurance needs!Fall 
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Community	Picnic	
Bring the family to the free Community Picnic at Lions Park on 

Sunday September 19th from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Bring the family and come out to enjoy, 

         Free food, face painting, games & prizes and much more 

                                           Bring your lawn chairs 
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Fall Updates: 
Visit the library’s events calendar at bit.ly/trpldevent to view the full range of events and to register for library 
programs. Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted.  The library will also be closed the following 
dates in observance of the holidays; Labor Day 9/6, Thanksgiving Eve 11/24 Libraries close at 5pm, and Thanksgiving 
Day 11/25. Please be aware that in following the guidelines from the CDC from July 27, 2021, masks are required to be 
worn by everyone over the age of 2 years while in the library buildings. Many library services are available online via the 
library website and curbside pickup services are available as alternatives to in-person library visits. 

Library Card Design Contest:
The Library Card Design Contest 
is open to all Three Rivers Public 
Library District residents. There will be 
winners from each age category: kids, 
teens, and adults.  Designs must be 
completed using the template available 
at either library or downloaded from 
www.trpld.org. Full rules are detailed 
on the template sheet and our website. 
Artwork can be traditional (colored 
pencil, markers, paint, etc.) or computer generated. Entries will be accepted from August 23 through September 18, 2021. 
Finalists	from	each	age	category	will	be	announced	on	September	24,	2021.	Public	voting	on	the	finalist	designs	will	be	
from September 26-October 2, 2021, with the winning entries announced on October 4, 2021.  Winners from each age 
category	receive	a	$100	gift	card	and	other	finalists	will	each	receive	a	$25	gift	card.	

Full rules, design template, and entry information can be found on the library’s website at www.trpld.org. 

Author Talk: Chris Bohjalian
Wednesday, October 27, 6:30-7:30pm 
via Zoom 
Join us for a live Zoom conversation 
with Chris Bohjalian as he talks 
about his newest book release, “The 
Hour of the Witch.”  His story, set 
in 17th-century Boston on the eve of 
the Salem Witch Trials, a time where 
mass hysteria began to sweep the 
New England coastline, focuses on 
a young Puritan woman as she plots 
her escape not only from a violent 
marriage but from the threat of the 
gallows.  Bohjalian is the #1 New 
York Times bestselling author of 22 
books. Registration is required. When 
registering, please enter your home library as Three Rivers Public Library.
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PUBLIC WORKS
Minooka Tree Contract Growing Program
This year, the Village Forestry Commission and Village Board set a goal to Contract Grow and Plant 2,000 trees 
over the next 8 years that consist of a 50 species variety. We have listed out which tree we would like planted 
over the next 8 years to provide a healthy diverse canopy. These trees will be grown in Crest Hill at The Fields 
on Caton Farm. Once the trees have grown to a 1 ½” diameter they will be planted in the Village parkways or 
parks.  250 were planted the past spring and 250 more are scheduled to be planted this fall. If you have room for 
a parkway tree and want one, please let us know so we can inspect your site to include in the program by calling 
815-467-8868 ext. 3180



Raiders of the Lost Ark Meets Psalm 139
“I don’t know. I’m making this up as I go.” - Indiana Jones
 Do you remember that moment? It was a brilliant, little gem of a moment in Steven Spielberg’s 
triumphant, Raiders of the Lost Ark.  After breathlessly following Indiana Jones and his quest to 
reclaim The Lost Ark, Indy is told that the Ark is on a truck to Cairo. Marion asks Indy what he’s 
going to do. Indy tells her he’s going to get that truck. When Marion asks how, Indy famously 
responds, “I don’t know. I’m making this up as I go.”
 But is he? What makes the moment so brilliantly funny is that every word, action, reaction, and 
“thought” that the character Indiana Jones expresses is being written by Lawrence Kasdan, who 

wrote the screenplay based on a story by George Lucas and Philip Kaufman.
 So, you can say, that when Harrison Ford - portraying Indian Jones -  says, “I don’t know. I’m making this up as I go,” 
that he is actually saying the words of Lawrence Kasdan, who - quite literally - was making up the story as he went along.
 Each of us longs to posses a sense of purpose. We want to have clarity on the question of why? Why am I here? What is 
my	purpose?	When	we	ask	that	question	we	are	also	affirming	that	there	is	a	“purpose	giver.”	We	search	for	someone	who	
can	help	us	on	our	journey	in	life	to	discover	how	our	unique	story	fits	in	this	world,	and	to	discover	the	best	way	to	use	
our lives during the short time we have to live it.
 God is a “writer”, if you will, and He has created you and your story. His thoughts about you - every aspect of who you 
are: your gifts, your story, your sorrows, your joys, your gifts and abilities - were written by Him! And His thoughts about 
you are precious.
 As we slowly (perhaps hopefully?) graduate from the pandemic, let’s choose to realize that our lives have purpose and 
meaning because God is the author. Instead of trusting in our own understanding, let’s recognize that God, who is love, 
has	written	a	story	in	your	life	that	is	meant	to	reflect	the	very	essence	of	God’s	heart	and	character,	which	is	love.	The	
chaos around us may seem like life is without purpose, or, that someone is making it up as they go along. In the same way 
the character Indian Jones is completely unaware of what Lawrence Kasdan is up to, we too, must humbly recognize that 
we may not always understand or perceive the purposes of God. But, as a magnet on my refrigerator says, “There is a 
God, and you’re not Him.” But, His thoughts about you are precious!
 As always, I love a good cup of coffee and I am more than willing to chat about this, or, whatever else is on your mind: 
carlosgarcia@missionbible.church

 I want to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers, businesses and members of the police 
department who helped make our annual “National Night Out” event a great success! The evening 
was	filled	with	entertainment,	food	and	refreshments	and	activities	for	the	kids,	especially	the	pony	
rides! This is just another community policing effort that we promote to maintain our police and 
community partnership to make the Village of Minooka a safe community. 
 As we continue our effort to make the Village of Minooka safe, it’s the end of summer, the school 
year is back in session, we all need to pay special attention to our School Buses, School Zones and 
Crosswalks to ensure that our young people make it to and from school safely. 
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NEWS FROM WITHIN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

MINOOKAPOLICE
DEPARTMENT

Chaplain’s Corner

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE

Be Part of the Department
The Minooka Police Department is continually looking for 
applicants 14-21 years of age for our Explorer Program. If you are 
interested in working with the police department or are interested 
in pursuing a career in law enforcement, this program is for you! 
For questions regarding the Explorer Program contact Detective 
Sergeant Sinovich or Detective Macdonald at (815) 467-2298. 

Chief Justin Meyer, Chief of Police

Carlos Garcia, Chaplain
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THE VILLAGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sundays at The Village Christian Church 
You’re welcome to join us for In-Person church at 8965 South Bell Road in 
Minooka. There are 3 times to meet in-person on Sundays: 8:15, 9:30 and 11 
am. The 8:15 service is shortened (45 minutes instead of an hour) and there 
are no Kid Village or Pulse classes open.

If you’re not able to meet in person, you can view the Live service online at 
9:20 am on Sundays 3 different ways: the Live Service Website 
live.thevillagechristianchurch.com/, YouTube Channel youtube.com/c/
TheVillageChristianChurch or The Village Christian Church Facebook page. 
If you can’t watch at 9:20 am, you can view at your convenience on any of 
these platforms. 

You’re Invited to The Fall Festival at 
The Village Christian Church
We are so excited to celebrate fall! Bring the kids to the 9:30 or 11:00 am 
service and stay afterward for loads of fun on Sunday, September 19. Kids 
can play in the jumpies, get their faces painted, enjoy some cotton candy 
and play games. The Fall Festival is for the whole community, everyone is 
welcome. You do not need to attend The Village Christian Church to be a 
part of this event. 

Mobile Food Pantries Feeding The Hungry 
We are living in hard times and many families are struggling to make ends 
meet. As a church, we want to be here to help our communities and the 
people. That is why The Village is partnering with Northern Illinois Food 
Bank and will host a Mobile Food Pantry at the Minooka Campus, 8965 
South Bell Road, on Monday, August 23 @ 5 pm and Monday, September 
27 @ 5 pm.

Families in the Channahon, Minooka, and surrounding communities will be 
able to get enough groceries (bread, dairy, meats, veggies) for a week or two. 
Distribution	will	be	first	come	first	served.	There	is	no	registration,	proof	of	
income or I.D. required.

LOCAL CHURCHESNEWS FROM

MINOOKA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Saturdays at 5 pm Accessible Service in the Annex 
(Located directly behind the church.) Sundays at 9:30 am 
(in-person & live streamed)
Please join us! At this time, we ask that anyone entering the 
church buildings wear a face covering.  
FALL SERMON SERIES
Join “God is Closer Than You Think” sermon series from 
September 26th – November 7th. Get insights on how much God 
wants to have an intimate companionship with you. You will be 
invited to learn the ways to reach toward God and complete a 
connection and daily joy. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday school is offered for Pre-K through 12th Grade students. 
Join us on Sunday, September 12th for our Sunday School kick-
off (Rally Sunday) at 9:30 a.m. We will use Deep Blue curriculum 
beginning with creation stories for Pre-K through 5th grade. 
Registration can be found on our website at minookaumc.com.

COMMUNITY PET BLESSING 
Come visit our booth at Minooka Summerfest from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. on September 4th. Get your pet blessed or share a story 
about your pet and receive pet treats.  
9-11 ANNIVERSARY SERVICE 
Join us for our 20th anniversary ceremony on Saturday, 
September 11th at 5 p.m. in our church sanctuary. We will honor 
first	responders	and	have	a	presentation	and	display.	 
SENIOR LUNCHEON 
“Forever Young” On the third Wednesday of the month, we will 
hold a free lunch in the annex for ages 55 and better! Join us for 
our	first	lunch	on	Wednesday,	September	15th	at	noon.	Invite	
friends and neighbors (55 years and older) and plan to have fun!  
COMMMUNITY TRUNK OR TREAT 
AND ANNUAL TURKEY DINNER 
Stay tuned to our website and Facebook page for details about 
these events!  
HYMN SING WEEKEND & ALL SAINTS DAY WORSHIP 
Saturday, October 30th at 5:00 pm & Sunday, October 31st at 
9:30 a.m. Come and enjoy singing your favorite hymns as we 
remember those who passed away this year and are now in 
God’s rest. 
 

MISSION BIBLE CHURCH
MISSION MINOOKA
Sunday 9:00/10:30am 412 N. Wabena in Minooka 
MISSION MORRIS (MEETING AT SARATOGA SCHOOL)
Sunday 9:30am 4040 N. Division St, Morris Door#16
Online at missionbible.church 
TRUNK OR TREAT
Save the date for the Mission Annual Trunk or Treat Family Event on 
Sunday, October 24th at the Minooka Campus!  
360 HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY 
360, our High School Ministry will be kicking off on Sunday, September 
12th at 6:30pm at the Minooka Campus!  Don’t miss it.  
GRIEF SHARE AND DIVORCECARE
GriefShare and DivorceCare are two impactful support groups that meet 
on Monday nights at 6:30pm starting September 13th at the Minooka 
Campus.  No need to register.  Come as you are any time during the 14 
week semester.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Pancake Breakfast served in St. Mary’s Parish Center
August 22nd - Served from 8 – 11 

Donut Sunday
September 12th - Served from 8 – Noon – In our Parish Center. 
All are welcome!

St. Mary’s Golf Outing
September 13th

Anointing of the Sick Mass
September 25th - 10 am in Church

Harvest Mass at Dollinger’s Pumpkin Farm 
September 26th - Followed by picnic

Octoberfest
October 3rd - Starting after 11 Mass till 6:30

Donut Sunday
October 10th - In our Parish Center. Served from 8 - Noon. 
All are welcome!



This newsletter is being delivered to you as a postal patron of zip code 60447. Although 
much of the information included in this publication may be of interest, some of it directly 
affects only those who live inside the corporate limits of the Village of Minooka.

This newsletter is printed on 
recycled paper using soybean ink.

121 E. McEVILLY ROAD
MINOOKA, ILLINOIS 60447

Speak out! Suggestions! Volunteer!
Communicate with Minooka elected officials and  
administrators. Your advice, suggestions, volunteering, 
questions and opinions are appreciated and will receive a 
response. Please complete this form, detach, and return to: 
Village Administrator, Village of Minooka, 121 E. McEvilly, 
Minooka, IL 60447.

Name:  ________________________________________________  

Phone: ________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

Comment:  _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

The Village of Minooka encourages all residents 
to visit and participate in the Village Board 
and Committee meetings. Regular meetings 
of the Village Board are held the 4th Tuesday 
of each month. They are scheduled to begin at 
6:30 p.m. at the Village Hall. Committee of the 
Whole meetings also take place at the Village 
Hall on the Wednesday before the Village Board 
Meeting. To verify a meeting date, please call the 
Village Hall at (815) 467-2151.

VILLAGE
INFORMATION

Village President
 Ric Offerman (815) 258-5270

Village Trustees 
 Terry Houchens (815) 467-4605  
 Dennis Martin (815) 693-6596
  Dick Parrish (815) 531-5337
  Barry Thompson (815) 353-9188
 Gabriela Martinez (815) 216-7000
 Robin White (815) 671-6008

Village Administrator
 Dan Duffy (815) 467-2151


