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From the President’s Desk  
 As you read this we will have passed one of my favorite days of the year.  
That day, of course, is December 21st…yep the day lights starts getting longer 
each day.  You know what that means, the garden seed catalogs begin to arrive 
in the mail and spring training is only about 48 days away!  Stay safe will you 
please.
Respectfully,

Ric Offerman, Village President

The Village Administrator 
Dan Duffy, Village Administrator

 At the December Village Board Workshop, guests Grundy County Emergency Telephone System Board (ETSB) and 
the Grundy County Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Department announced they will be switching to new 
dispatch software in 2022. Here is a specific announcement from the County ETSB and GIS and what it will mean for 
residents of Minooka.
 
 In 2022, the State of Illinois will be migrating away from a legacy 9-1-1 call delivery system, to a Next Generation 
9-1-1 (NG911). The new 911 system represents a giant leap in technology, allowing the public to interact with 911 
dispatchers in new ways, including text messaging and video calling through mobile devices. Representatives of 
the Grundy County ETSB and the Grundy County GIS Department announced that they have worked cooperatively 
over the last several years to ensure that the new system is both efficient and highly accurate. The new NG911 
implementation will digitally model the real world within a mapping interface to aid call takers in locating and 
dispatching calls coming into the ETSB 9-1-1 dispatch center. Therefore, having a complete and accurate digital model 
of the county and each municipality is especially important to ensure the new system functions as expected.
 
 So, what does this mean for residents of Minooka?  As part of the migration plan, there is a need to thoroughly 
examine and potentially correct some areas within the Village to ensure that previously issued addresses conform to 
the new NG911 system.  In short, there will be past 
addressing errors (how many we are not sure yet) 
that will have to conform to the new 911 system.  
Every effort will be taken to try and minimize the 
impact of these corrections on residents as the 
Village works with the ETSB/County GIS in the 
coming year.  More information to come as this 
process proceeds.
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AroundTOWN

Welcome to Minooka!
New Business Spotlight

Fore Paws had its ribbon cutting in 
November as its recently moved 

locations and expanded in Minooka!
The Channahon Minooka Chamber and the Village 
of Minooka recently celebrated the new location of 

Forepaws, a one-stop-shop for all your pet needs.

Forepaws is now located at 453 S. Ridge Road in 
Minooka, formerly the Family Video location, 

and is owned by Megan Kurzweil.

Forepaws is a locally owned and operated by a family 
who treasures your pet as much as you do. They strive 
to offer the best brands and choices to give your pet 
their best life. They specialize in wholesome pet food, 
treats, chews and toys for dogs, cats, small animals 

and reptiles.

The location may be new, but Forepaws has been in 
business for six years and employs about five people. It 

is open Sunday-Saturday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and offers pet 
supplies, food retail, self-wash stations and adoptable 

cats and kittens from a local rescue. 

Rescue Sunday
February 27. 2022
The Village Christian Church

The Village Christian Church is here 
to help others. One of the global 

missions that The Village supports is 
Destiny Rescue. They work tirelessly 

to rescue children from trafficking 
and exploitation and keep them free.

During services, a representative from 
Destiny Rescue will be sharing about 

the organization and offering ways 
that you can help and get involved 

in the rescue of these children. 
Partnering with Destiny Rescue, you 

can be a part of the solution!

Registration Open for
Spring Semester of re|engage

Mission Bible Church

Tuesdays,  Jan. 11 - May 3
 6:30-8:30 pm 

Would you rate your marriage as a 2 
or a 10? Maybe even a 0? You are not 
alone. Whether your marriage needs 

to be reignited, or is in need of a 
complete resurrection, re|engage is a 
safe place for couples to reconnect.

What does it look like:
     * Small group based curriculum
     * Weekly reading (just 3-4 pages)
     * Weekly discussion with your 
  spouse & with your group

How much does it cost?
     * $25 per participant
     * Both husband and wife must 
  be registered
     * Register at: 
  www.missionbible.church

Childcare? Cost?
     * Yes! For ages “walkers” to 
  12 yrs old
     * $5 per child weekly/$10 family 
  maximum weekly

Questions?
    * Send an email:
stayinyourcircle@missionbible.church



LIBRARY
THREE RIVERS
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January & February at Three Rivers Library 
Visit the library’s events calendar at bit.ly/trpldevent to view the full range of events and to register for library programs. 
The library will be closed the following dates in observance of the holidays: 1/1 & 2/21. Please be aware that masks are 
required to be worn by everyone age 2 years and up while in the library buildings, regardless of vaccination status. Many 
library services are available online via the library website at www.trpld.org and curbside pickup services are available 
until 5pm at both locations as alternatives to in-person library visits.

Teen Trivia Night: 13-17 years
Tuesday, January 4, 6-7pm at Channahon Library
Are you obsessed with pop culture? Do you hoard fun facts to 
pull out at parties? This is the event you’ve been waiting for! In 
celebration of National Trivia Day, challenge your friends and get 
ready to crush the competition in this battle of wits. Registration is 
required.

Storytime: 0-5 years
Thursdays, January 6-February 3 & February 24-March 31
10:30-11am at Minooka Branch
In-person storytime is back with fun books, fingerplays, songs, and 
a new take-home craft each week! Masks are required for anyone 
attending, age 2 years and up. Registration is required. 

Keep Calm and Stress Less: 5th-8th grades 
Saturdays, January 15, February 12 & March 19
11:00-11:45am at Minooka Branch
Don’t let the stresses of school, holidays, sports, and daily life get 
to you! Learn to destress with crafts, meditation, and relaxation. 
Registration is required.

Celebration of Shadows: 1st-5th grades
Wednesday, February 2, 5-6pm at Minooka Branch
Explore the mysteries of shadows, listen to the story of Groundhog’s 
Day, and make your own shadow puppets. Registration is required.
Kids and teens can drop in all day at both locations on the following 
dates. No registration is required. 

Three Rivers Book Club
Wednesdays, January 5 & February 2
7-8:30pm at Arrowhead Community Center, Channahon
Join us for lively discussions of adult contemporary literature! New members 
are always welcome. Titles are available for immediate checkout at both library 
locations. No registration is required. January: The Book of Two Ways by 
Jodi Picoult. February: TBD

Travel Talks- Alaska: Adults
Tuesday, January 11, 6-7pm via Zoom
Travel by virtual RV to and through Alaska to see the plants, animals, and all 
the tourist attractions along the Alaska Highway and other scenic roads of our 
49th state. Registration is required.

Author Talk: An Evening with Silvia Moreno-Garcia: Adults
Wednesday, January 26, 7pm via Zoom
Bestselling author Silvia Moreno-Garcia discusses her newest book, Velvet Was 
the Night, and her genre-defying mashups of cultural noir and Lovecraftian 
horror. Silvia Moreno-Garcia is the New York Times bestselling author of the 
critically acclaimed novels Certain Dark Things, Gods of Jade and Shadow, and 
Mexican Gothic. Registration is required.

Get Motivated, Stay Motivated, and Thrive!: Adults
Monday, February 7, 6-7pm via Zoom
Get motivated and get organized! Jennifer Barnes returns 
with practical tips for motivation, identifying obstacles 
that keep you from staying motivated, and strategies for 
overcoming those obstacles. Registration is required. 

African American Heroes and Sheroes: Adults
Wednesday, February 16, 6-7pm via Zoom
Linda Gorham shares stories of African American men 
and women who broke color barriers and had noteworthy 
accomplishments- often despite difficult circumstances. 
Gorham incorporates story, music, photographs, personal 
narrative, quotes and historical facts to commemorate their 
achievements. Registration is required. 

Author Talk: An Evening with Jasmine Guillory: Adults
Wednesday, February 16, 7pm via Zoom
Join us for a lively evening with bestselling author Jasmine 
Guillory as she discusses the importance of real life and 
the modern rom-com. Jasmine Guillory is a bestselling 
author of six romance novels, including The Wedding Date, 
The Proposal, and While We Were Dating. Registration is 
required.

Family and Youth Programs:

Adult Programs:

Kids and teens can drop in all day at both locations on the following 
dates. No registration is required. 

Take ‘n’ Makes: 5 years+
Saturdays, January 8 & February 12
Drop in all day at both locations
Pick up a fun craft to make at home! All supplies are provided.

Origami Weekly: 8 years+
Sundays, February 6 - March 13
Drop in all day at both locations
Stop by to learn a new paper-folding pattern each week.

Youth Drop-Ins:



It is true that our current water supply is not sustainable and is expected to be at risk 
between 2060 and 2070. Our Village Board has recognized that our current deep wells 
are not a long-term solution and that choosing an alternative source now will work out 
to our benefit.

A recent Alternative Water Supply Study by Strand & Associates and Robinson 
Engineering presented to our Board in November revealed that a Lake Michigan option 
now, verses the Illinois River later, will not only save money, but improve our water 
quality and dependability by 2030. 

The Village has been recently hosting a series of public meetings regarding the consideration to switch 
to Lake Michigan water via a regional water commission. The communities currently considering Lake 
Michigan water through use of a regional water commission are Joliet, Channahon, Shorewood, Crest Hill, 
Lemont, Romeoville, and Minooka. Regional water commissions are proven to save money with efficiencies 
through economies of scale. Commission can be created by working together with neighboring communities 
for a regional solution to the areas depleting water supply.

If the Village of Minooka chooses the Lake Michigan regional water commission, residents are expected 
begin receiving Lake water in 2030.

The Village will host a open house on the alternative water study results and information on 
possible Lake Michigan water through the Joliet water commission on 

January 12th at 7:00 pm at the Village Hall - 121 E. Mcevilly Road, Minooka.

2,100 trees will be trimmed in Zone 2 this Winter and 
the trimming will be completed before March 30, 2022. 

Storm Clean-Up
We want to recognize all of the help we received 
from our surrounding communities during the 
heavy wind storm in September of this year. We 
lost 113 parkway trees during the storm along 
with many branches that went down. We acted 
quickly by contracting out the major removing that 
was blocking or laying on utility lines during the 
first two days after the storm. We then activated 
the Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network 
that sent request for assistance from the other 
members. The clean-up efforts could not have been 
completed so timely without their help.

Our sincerest thank you to the Village of Shorewood, Village of New Lenox, Village of Oswego, 
Village of Bartlett, Plainfield Township, Village of Romeoville, City of Joliet, City of Elmhurst, 

Village of Montgomery, Aux Sable Township and Village of Channahon. 

A Sustainable and Dependable Water Solution

Tree Triming 
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PUBLIC WORKS



Both Officers have completed the 14-week Police Academy course at the Suburban Law Enforcement Academy. 
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NEWS FROM WITHIN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Be Part of a Winning Team

Welcome our new officers, John Martinez & Steven Misch 

Want to get into law enforcement and be part of a winning team? Well, 
the Minooka Police Department continues to accept applications for 
the Police Explorer Post #447. Purpose of the program is to educate 
and involve youths in police operations and to interest them in a future 
career in law enforcement. Contact Detective Sergeant Sinovich or 
Detective Macdonald at (815) 467-2298

So…2022…what you got for me?

“New and improved!” “Better than ever!” “38% more power than last year’s model!” 
We are addicted to better, faster, stronger! Our entire marketing culture is built on convincing you 
that what you currently have is old and inefficient, even though you may have purchased it 10 
minutes ago! So, 2021 was a bit rough. 2022 is here. A NEW YEAR! This time, everything WILL. BE. 
DIFFERENT. But how?

What if you and I became “new and improved?” What if we worked on our response to others and 
became 39% more polite, kind and loving in our tone and in our actions? What if we chose to work 

on ourselves and live out the change we so long to see in the world?

Would you like 2022 to be better than 2021? So do I. So, let’s agree that we will commit to be our best selves and in doing 
so, make 2022 a great year. Over 2000 years ago Jesus said: “Do to others as you would like them to do to you.” Living like 
that will definitely result in a fantastic 2022. 

Chaplain’s Corner

Carlos Garcia, Chaplain

Ordinance Reminders:
PROHIBITED PARKING DURING SNOW REMOVAL OPERATIONS:
It shall be unlawful for any person to park any motor vehicle on any highway, street, or alley within 
the village when snow shall have accumulated to a depth of two inches (2”) or more on such highway, 
street, or alley.

Your compliance will significantly benefit the Village’s snow removal efforts. In addition, you will 
avoid the risk of receiving a $50.00 fine and the possibility of your vehicle being towed. 
Information on Village ordinances can be found on the Village of Minooka web page at www.
minooka.com. 

Officer John Martinez is a veteran 
of the U.S. Army as a Cannon 
Crewmember.  John received 
his Master’s Degree from Lewis 
University in 2017. Prior to becoming a 
Police Officer, John was a correctional 
officer with the Cook County and 
Kane County Sheriff’s Office.  

Officer Steven Misch is a graduate of 
Minooka Community High School 
and a former Minooka Police Explorer. 
Prior to becoming a Police Officer, 
Steve was a correctional officer for the 
Illinois Department of Corrections and 
Will County Sheriff’s Office
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THE VILLAGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sundays at The Village Christian Church 
You’re welcome to join us for In-Person church at 8965 South Bell 
Road in Minooka. We will have new service times on Sundays starting 
January 2, 2022 at 9:00 and 10:30 am.

Kid Village classes will be open for both services. Children can learn 
about Jesus in fun, safe, age appropriate settings in the Infant room, 
Toddler room, Preschool room, grades K-1 and grades 2-3. 

Pulse 45 is for students in grades 4-5. This is a small group discussion 
time about the Bible, life and how it all fits together. This group meets 
during Sunday morning services and on Wednesday nights from 
6:30-7:30 pm for fun activities during the school year with a break for 
Christmas and during the spring.

Pulse Junior, grades 6-8, meet during Sunday morning services. They 
talk about the Bible, life and how it all fits together. Pulse Jr. also gets 
together Sunday evenings from 6:30-8 pm, eat dinner, play games and 
have worship time during the school year.

Pulse Senior, high school students, meet Sunday evenings from 
6:30-8 pm during the school year with a break for Christmas and 
during the spring. They eat, play games, laugh and have worship 
time together. High school students are encouraged to participate 
and serve in Sunday morning services. 

MISSION BIBLE CHURCH
At Mission Bible Church, we are a community of Christ followers who 
are committed to being real with God, real with each other and real in the 
world.  Join us at our Minooka Campus for our weekly services or online 
at missionbible.church. 
In-Person Services
Services are held Saturdays at 5:00 PM and Sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 AM

ST. MARY’S PARISH
French Toast Breakfast 
All are welcome to join us for delicious french toast on January 23rd, 
from 8-11 a.m. in the St. Mary’s Parish Center.
Pancake Breakfast 
All are welcome to join us for socializing and fresh fluffy pancakes on 
February 27th, from 8-11 a.m. in the St. Mary’s Parish Center.

LOCAL CHURCHESNEWS FROM

thevillagechristianchurch.com/the-village-live-online-campus

TheVillageChristianChurch

The Village Christian Church

8965 South Bell Road, Minooka Illinois 60447

missionbible.church

Mission Bible Church

Minooka Bible Church

412 N Wabena Ave, Minooka, IL 60447

stmarysminooka.com

StMarysMinooka

St. Mary’s Minooka

303 W. St Mary’s Street, Po Box 456, Minooka Il 60447

If you’re not able to meet in person, you can view the Live service 
online at 9:00 or 10:30 am on Sundays on any of our platforms! We 
encourage you to participate in the Live chats that are a part of 
service just as if you were there in person. . If you can’t watch at 
9:00 or 10:30 am, you can view at your convenience on any of these 
platforms. 

MINOOKA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Worship 
Saturdays at 5 p.m. (in-person)
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. (in-person & live streamed)
Please join us! At this time, we ask anyone entering the 
church buildings to wear a face covering.
Sermons 
January Sermon Series - New Start: Health 
February Sermon Series - Greatest Commandment 
Sunday School 
Sunday school is offered for Pre-K through High School 
students on Sunday mornings from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
Registration can be found on our website at minookaumc.com. 
Youth Group 
Our Youth Group meets on Sunday afternoons twice a 
month. Dates and times vary. Please check the website 
calendar or Facebook page for the most up to date 
information on upcoming events and meetings. 

minookaumc.com

Minooka United Methodist Church

205 W. Church Street, Minooka, IL 60447

New Year’s Day Worship @ 5 p.m. Start the new year with set-aside 
worship. Pastor Sarah will offer blessings & prayers to each individual and 
family attending worship. 
Senior Luncheon “Forever Young” 
We will hold a two free luncheons in the annex for ages 55 and better! Join 
us on February 16th and March 16th at noon. Invite friends and neighbors 
(55 years and older) for some delicious food and entertainment! Make your 
reservation by calling the church office at 815-467-2322. 
Prayer Partners 
Wednesdays from 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Open prayer time in the sanctuary. 
Ash Wednesday Service Wednesday, March 2nd @ 7:00 p.m. 
Lenten Fish Fry Dinners will be held every Friday during lent except for 
good Friday. Stay tuned to our Facebook page for more details.



This newsletter is being delivered to you as a postal patron of zip code 60447. Although 
much of the information included in this publication may be of interest, some of it directly 
affects only those who live inside the corporate limits of the Village of Minooka.

This newsletter is printed on 
recycled paper using soybean ink.

121 E. McEVILLY ROAD
MINOOKA, ILLINOIS 60447

Speak out! Suggestions! Volunteer!
Communicate with Minooka elected officials and  
administrators. Your advice, suggestions, volunteering, 
questions and opinions are appreciated and will receive a 
response. Please complete this form, detach, and return to: 
Village Administrator, Village of Minooka, 121 E. McEvilly, 
Minooka, IL 60447.

Name:  ________________________________________________  

Phone: ________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

Comment:  _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

The Village of Minooka encourages all residents 
to visit and participate in the Village Board 
and Committee meetings. Regular meetings 
of the Village Board are held the 4th Tuesday 
of each month. They are scheduled to begin at 
6:30 p.m. at the Village Hall. Committee of the 
Whole meetings also take place at the Village 
Hall on the Wednesday before the Village Board 
Meeting. To verify a meeting date, please call the 
Village Hall at (815) 467-2151.

VILLAGE
INFORMATION

Village President
 Ric Offerman (815) 258-5270

Village Trustees 
 Terry Houchens (815) 467-4605  
 Dennis Martin (815) 693-6596
  Dick Parrish (815) 531-5337
  Barry Thompson (815) 353-9188
 Gabriela Martinez (815) 216-7000
 Robin White (815) 671-6008

Village Administrator
 Dan Duffy (815) 467-2151
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